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Mr. Fretheim owns a fine home on Franklin street in Decorah and is a stockholder in the 

Farmers Hog Buying Company of that city. His political allegiance is given to the republican party 

and he is a devout member of the Lutheran church. He stands high in both a business and a social 

sense and well deserves mention as one of the representative agriculturists of Winneshiek county. 

 
 
 

GUSTAVE JOHNSON. 

Gustave Johnson makes his home on section 21, Glenwood township, where he owns and 

operates a tract of land of one hundred and forty-seven acres. He began farming twenty-six years 

ago, previous to which time he had been identified with journalistic and publishing interests. He 

started out in life on his own account when but twelve years of age and whatever success he has 

achieved has come to him as the merited reward of his industry, perseverance and capable 

management. He was born near Christiania, Norway, October 18, 1855, and is a son of Andrew 

and Anna Johnson, who in the year 1864 crossed the Atlantic and became residents of Madison, 

Wisconsin, where their remaining days were passed. The father was a merchant tailor and 

conducted a store in Madison, also owning a farm near that city. He likewise was the leader of 

two bands in Madison, the Lake City Cornet Band and the Governor's Guard Band. In early life 

he had spent four years in Berlin as a musician and had led bands in Norway. He possessed much 

natural musical talent which he cultivated through continuous study and practice. He was 

married in Norway and in that country three of his children were born two of whom died in 

Norway in early life. Four others born in the United States who have passed away are: Julia, who 

died in Chicago in 1912; Emma and Clara, who died of diphtheria when sixteen and eighteen years 

of age respectively; and Carl, a jeweler who died at the age of twenty-one years. The surviving 

members of the family are Gustave and Mrs. Bertha Muggy, of Seattle, Washington. 

Gustave Johnson resided with his parents in Wisconsin until fifteen years of age but in the 

meantime began earning his living as an employee in a printing house. He worked on Norwegian 

papers in Madison and at Marshall, Wisconsin, and remained in the newspaper field for twenty 

years, being employed in several states, including Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. He also 

worked for nine years in a publishing house in Decorah but twenty-six years ago turned his 

attention to general agricultural pursuits, settling on his present farm of one hundred and forty-

seven acres on section 21, Glenwood township. It is an excellent property and most of the 

improvements have been made by him. He makes stock-raising the principal feature of the place, 

feeding all of the grain raised to his stock. He has led a busy and useful life and his success is the 

legitimate outcome of his earnest and intelligently directed labors. 

In 1881 Mr. Johnson was united in marriage to Miss Henrietta Sander, who was born in 

Winneshiek county in 1861, a daughter of Brede B. and Karen Sander, who were natives of 

Norway and came to the United States in 1851, arriving in Winneshiek county when Decorah 

contained but three houses. They continued to reside upon the farm in this county 

throughout their remaining 


